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YORK

from Early Days to
Rail Operating Centre

by
Richard Pulleyn

York became a major centre in the early days of the railway — and this remains the case for signalling because it is
now the location of a Rail Operating Centre, one of only twelve or so which are planned to eventually control
most of the lines across the country. This history concentrates mainly on the area within the city boundary but for
completeness it also extends out to a number of places which subsequently became fringe locations to the 1951
York power signal box. It covers how York’s signalling infrastructure developed and modernised to meet traffic
demands from the early pointsmen with un-coordinated signals, the growth of mechanically interlocked signal
cabins, the new 1877 station, how the ‘York Yards’ goods lines were controlled, expansion of the early twentieth
century though to post World War Two modernisation and the more recent IECC and Rail Operating Centre.
Written by Richard Pulleyn, who once worked as a temporary District Relief Train Recorder at signal boxes in the
York area, then went on to become a signalling historian, and is now a volunteer at the NRM where he helps to
demonstrate the signalling collection; the author has drawn on extensive primary research and other archive
material to produce this fine account of York’s signalling heritage.
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This 136 page A4 size publication is printed on gloss art paper throughout with a gloss colour card cover. There are
over 170 colour & monochrome photographs, together with numerous specially drawn signal box diagrams.

ISBN 978-1-911360-25-4. Price £18.50 Nett . Available from: The Sales Officer, NERA, 31 Moreton Avenue,
Stretford, Manchester, M32 8BP. Email: sales@ner.org.uk



